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Group

David Detwiler EAE Logistics ddetwiler@sbcaglobal.net

Stephen Coleman North Star Stephen@ohionorthstar.com
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Phil Berkeley USACE Philip.e.berkeley@usace.army.mil

Dave Guther Port Authority Dave.qutheil@portofcleveland.com

Alison Ball Cuy. Cty Planning aball@cuyahogacounty.us
Commission

Mike Skerritt

Frelo Technology

None listed.

Glen Dieterle
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+ Not present

**Attended by phone

ACTION BY

ITEM

DESCRIPTION

INFO

No comments on the October 6 meeting minutes.

INFO

INFO

INFO

2a.

Bill Skowronski talked about siting criteria for dredged material and
stated there isn’t any, being that its use is relatively new; previously
dredged material has always gone to a CDF.

The OEPA’s mission is to protect human health and the
environment. Further, OEPA’s involvement is covered by surface
water law, 6111. The issue with disposal in a quarry exists because
the material has some contamination and, therefore, there is
concern over its final disposition. The most important consideration
when siting a landfill is groundwater because if a problem is created
with groundwater, it's one of the toughest to fix.

Siting consideration begins with a hydrologic investigation to
ascertain the groundwater level. There must be 15’ isolation layer
between the liner at the bottom of the proposed waste to the upper
most aquifer. Over the years OEPA found that certain kinds of
settings are not suitable for disposal of contaminated soil; these
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INFO

INFO

INFO

INFO

OEPA

include sand and gravel pits, and limestone and quartz quarries.
Because dredged material siting criteria don't exist, criteria are
borrowed from other programs.

In the case of quarries filled with water, material in essence would
be placed directly in the groundwater, which is the problem. For this
reason, quarries have been ruled out as an option for disposal.
Even in the case of a dry quarry, the limestone or sandstone rock is
typically fractured where water exposed to the contamination could
eventually leach out into the groundwater when it rains.

Procedurally, District offices do the study to evaluate a disposal
request, issue a report, and a recommendation. That goes to
Columbus. From there, the Director makes the final decision.
These decisions can always be appealed.

The potential to fill a quarry with dredged material that isn't
contaminated and suitable for open lake dumping would not be
considered as “other waste” under 1611. However, this would be
evaluated to make sure some other rule isn’'t being violated.

If sediment is determined to be equivalent (contamination level) to
surface soils in the Cleveland Metropolitan area, would the
sediment still be considered as other waste? Bill believes it would,
but these issues are being discussed and may be subject to
change.

Jim White asked why disposal of contaminated soil in a quarry is
different from a CDF in which contaminates can permeate the stone
berm into adjacent waters? OEPA has not weighed in on this issue.

City of
Cleveland

John Hull reported that capacity of the CVIC could be increased by
modifying the design of the site, but that would require an extension
to the JRS Grant. There are several hundred thousand yards of
airspace available that weren’t figured in the original capacity.
They've also looked at the potential of a long term processing
facility for new dredged material. And finally, consideration has
been given to selling material received from 10B to be used
elsewhere. Also, they've looked at filling basements of demolished
houses; this would entail a rigorous sampling program.

City of
Cleveland

4a.

Jan Rybka reported on availability to use dredged material to fill
basements of vacant properties. The average house needs 185 yd®
to fill the basement. Currently dredged material is not suitable for
residential use, but could it be? Over 1,000 houses are being
demolished each year. Another issue is the large volume of runoff
into storm sewers due to clay surface prevalent on these properties.
If basements could be filled with suitable dredged material, sites
could be regraded at the same time to minimize runoff. Currently
the City has no budget for moving and placing materials when the
basements are cleared.
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INFO

Even though the dredged material may be less contaminated than
existing soils, OEPA won't allow disposal of a lesser contaminated
material that doesn’t meet the strict residential standards.

INFO

TASK FORE

5a.

Brooke Furio stated that there are programs and funding within
USEPA that could be applied to help get these projects off the
ground. However, the only way to bring assistance from the Feds is
that a couple of the concepts are going to have to be written up in a
business plan format; that's what moved the original Pershing
Avenue project. The City of Cleveland put money into a contract
and had the assigned contractor (Value Recovery Group and subs)
take an idea and build a short proposal. It took some time and the
original proposal differs from what is going on today. However,
many of the core elements remain and that original proposal is what
led to the grant from ODOD and the Stimulus funding from the
Feds. The bottom line is for OEPA, USEPA, ODOT, or anyone else
to respond to a concept, they will need something to respond to.
OEPA could not respond to the regulatory concerns of Pershing
Avenue until the City had a proposal that they could review and
react to.

Currently USEPA is looking at Toledo, Saginaw, Cleveland, and
Detroit. The first city to submit an acceptable proposal will likely be
funded.

ERDC

Joe Kreitinger reported on the beneficial use assessment report.
The focus over the last month has been identifying additional
sampling for the upper mile of the river. The goal is to collect data
for acceptability for upland placement, landfill cover, potential for
wetland placement, and urban revitalization projects. In addition,
Joe has been focusing on the sites with the highest potential for
beneficial reuse in the short run. Data will be collected and
analyzed next month. The USACE identified funding in house. The
draft report for internal review is mid-January and final in February.
There are engineering solutions that could potentially allow the
guarries to work, but this is definitely an uphill battle.

INFO

Frank O’Connor discussed the draft schedule for the interim and
long term dredge disposal solutions; green is the ERDC evaluation,
blue covers the interim site improvements, brown is the revised
DMMP, and gray is the new CDF. Interim solution improvements
are scheduled to be in place by September 2012. Plans and specs
for the long term solution are expected to be advertised in March
2013. Schedule updates are planned for every two months. The
draft schedule (dated September 13, 2010) is posted on the Port’s
website.

MRF=memorandum for record.

IPR=independent peer review.

INFO

The Port is also looking into long term solutions independently by
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evaluating sites previously identified for future CDF’s. Once output
is available, information will be shared with the Task Force.

INFO 9. Subjects for next month include results from the modeling effort of
the bed load transport, business plan work assignments for USEPA
funding, and review of the top five alternatives for interim disposal.
Please forward additional topics to the writer.

INFO 10. The next meeting for the Task Force will be at 1:30PM on

December 8, 2010.

Distribution: Task Force, Attendees

The above covers items discussed in the last Task Force meeting. Any additions or corrections should
be forwarded to Skip Jacobsen (skip.jacobsen@portofcleveland.com).
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